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This ain't no retrospective, it's a Destroy All Monsters Exhibition. Such
distinctions and hitherto hindsight make no sense when d~scussing the artist
collective. Formed at a house party in Ann Arbor ~n 1973 by its core members
(Cary Loren, Mike Kelley, Jim Shaw, and Niagara), Destroy All Monsters were
both a band and an art-making body that sustained itself on mulching
culture; chewing up and reassembling the detritus that had been handed to
them using the most base and easily accessible means of production:
photocopiers, crayons, markers, department store guitars, broken drum
machines, etc.

Along with the material they dismantled and reassembled was the notion of
the singular artist as genius model that has dominated western art history.
The body of work they produced was and remains a creation of Destroy All
Monsters.

Their unique collaboration, which continues to this day, formed a blueprint
for many bands and artists collectives that came after them. In this
exhibition we see Destroy All Monsters rearing its head on its own tale,
taking apart its own history and pushing onto walls and into vitrines in new
patterns that go beyond simple collage and montage, carrying with it the
essence of collaboration that is uniquely Destroy All Monsters. Like an orb
in the night, the material dances around each other, flashing and
flickering, leaving you with a jaw drop, a collaboration formed out of cheap
one offs .
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ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

(MiN RAY) 60. SOME 'l'HmlS I ONLY'IOVW t

INSTRUMENT. IT CAN CREATE TIm INITIAL OF nmOOOH HI DREAK3. 61."Ii I!lJSIC IS AN
PEOPIZ." (JOHN COLTRANE) 62. 'HAVE FIlI>l'HOUGHT PATTERNS 'mAT CAN CHA ]I; THE THINKIOO OF
kS FAR AS YOU CAN INTo THE AmOLUTE RF.At..I1'.: NOT YOU'LL BORE W.n ( GEL DUCHAMP) 63. GO
WON'T FLOAT AWAY. 84. "WE SHOULD ALL STAR~ l'HIS WCRLD. • mEA.KS W LL ANCHCR YOU SO YOU
STUPID. SO ARE Rl!XlRETS." (MARILYN J«)NROE) TO LIVE BEFORE WE GET OIll. FEAR IS
FCR IIIHSEIP." (HERBERT MARCmE) 67. THIS J 66. "MAN IS NOT ONLY 'A INST HDflELF BUT ALSO
Jar AND WONDER! YET A TERRIBIE SADlmlS AND WCRLD IS BEAUTIFUL AND m I FULL OF A GREAT
IS MCRE :IMl'CRTANT THAN KNONLEOOE." (ALBERT SEli'SE OZ_.~O~l1.~.~ • 66. "IMAGlNATIO
1966) 90. "GIANT STEPS" (JOlIN COLTRANE) 91. "PARENTS TELL YOm·~H~· Ur-"UJam:,.. '<"AlIt;';
(SURREALIST PROVERB) 92. "'XO LIVE IN THEI IDEAL WGlUD 1s TO TREAT ~~~~D~~.
WERE rossmLE." (00E'rHE) 93. 'mE FRUIT IOF THE OBSESSION COLIR:TS THIi IT
DJ<W.ND ACTIONt IN A TRUE OPEN SYSTEM OF\ LIFE THEY CAN DO NO rESS ~SDRE~m: ~~Ill DF .
WITH ~ND EVIL! IT IS TIME FCR ME.. TO HURRY TO WHERE I AM MOO j • u EETHE
A 1940'11 COMICBOOK HERO) 96. BIRTH IS AN,EXPERDlENT! LiFE IS A VO'i~T,::g:~i~ VISION/
GOAL! AND E'nRYTHINJ INBE'lWEEN IS A DREAM A: MlRACLE. 96. "THINK' ECSTATIC
KEATON} 97. "BUT I DON'T THINK WE SHOULDL~UN AROUND TRYINJ TO mvi O~~/~~·II(BUSTER
LOVE US." (MAl.C.QLH xl DETROIT 1965) 98. \1t~T WHICH IS NOT DARIOO IS :NOmlOO II KE~N'T
PATCHP;N 99. F<B SOME CF US ALL WE CAN DO IS .TO FIGHT FOO IESS II!U.L 4ND I«lRE "HEAVEN TH
THF. WC!tLD ITSEU'. 100. NO MCRE POISOliS! ern. TUN WAYS OF""mINJ ~ LOVIm BECOMEWITHIN
S'lRollO"'AND~-REN&/Im ANTIDOTES OF iUfAZINJ SORENEss. FE.EtING GIVl}S WAY TO HEALING.-SUPPORTING WHITE FLAG PROJECTS "SHOCK.fUU OF THRI,µ.s! r
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Yes. t would like to make a tax-deductible contribution to Whrte Flag Projects in the amount of:

0$25 0$50 0$100 0$250 0$ _

Name:

Address:

City, State. Zip:

Email:

Q Please record my donation anonymously.

Donations can be mailed to: White Flag Projects, 4568 Manchester Ave. St. Louis,MO 63110. Donations can also be made by credit card with PayPal via our
website: www.whlteflagprojec1s.org

White Rag Projects is a 501{c3) not-for-profit alternative art gallery. Nt contributions to White Flag Protects are 100% tax-deductible.

http://www.whlteflagprojec1s.org

